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Introduction 


begin in the name of Allah 35532, Lord of the Worlds and 
sending Peace & Salutations on our beloved Rasülullah 


Rasülullah izj4xi2 had made the long hard journey from 
Makkah with his Companions Abū Bakr edi; and ‘Amir ibn 
Fuhayrah #45. Their guide ‘Abdullah ibn Ariqat brought them 
safely to the southern localities of Madinah and they had arrived 
on a Monday in the district of Quba’ where the tribe of ‘Amr ibn 
‘Auf used to reside. 


The Ansar had been waiting with great eagerness for the arrival 
of Rasülullah zsak. When he arrived, they came from all 
directions to present their greetings. ‘Ali zas had remained 
behind in Makkah to give back all of the possessions which had 
been left in trust with Rasülullah Azs«feXjv. Once they had been 
returned, he also made his way north to Madinah and joined 
Rasulullah Acs in the house of Kulthüm ibn Hidm xe. 


Whilst Rastlullah Acseeaiike stayed in Quba’, he laid the 
foundation of a Masjid. Allah sale; sent down Revelation 
relating to the people of Quba' and the Masjid. Rasūlullāh 
Acsacleciik would later on make it a habit to visit the blessed Masjid 
on Saturdays, sometimes walking and sometimes riding. 
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Rasülullah zaik did not intend to stay in Quba' so he left and 
travelled north on the Friday. It so happened that he reached the 
area of Banü Salim ibn ‘Auf and here the first Jum‘ah Salah and 
Khutbah took place. 


After the Salah, Rasülullah izj44eXi2 continued north seated 
upon his camel. The Ansar were accompanying him holding their 
weapons and the girls had climbed the rooftops to catch a glimpse 
of the Messenger of Allah zatiko. 


All of the Companions wanted to host Rasülullah jzs«feXe 
however when asked, he would supplicate for them and tell them 
to give his camel way. The camel would only stop where Allah 
M5224, wanted it to stop, and this would be where Rasülullah 
{csatik would stay. 


Rasülullah izj4íexi2 passed through one locality after another 
until he arrived at the locality of the Bani Malik ibn al-Najjar. The 
camel finally stopped in a place where dates were being dried. It 
belonged to two orphans, Sahl ibn ‘Amr & Suhayl ibn ‘Amr Waits. 
This land would be the future location of the blessed Masjid of 
Rasülullah izs4deijvz. 


Whilst the residence of Rasülullah Acs. was being 
constructed, he stayed in the house of Abu Ayyüb al-Ansari šas. 


He was a very gracious and hospitable host. 
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Madinah had a very diverse community. There were many Jewish 
tribes who used to live in the city and many Jewish Scholars. 
When Rasülullah Asati arrived in Madinah, many of them 
came to see him. They wanted to know if this was the Prophet 
who they had been informed of in their scriptures. 


Many of the Scholars embraced Islam. Some by listening to the 
words of the Qur'an, others just by seeing the radiant face of 
Rasülullah Azs4dejiz. 


Amongst them was ‘Abdullah ibn Salam X£Xicz who was from the 
descendants of Yusuf SAX. He knew the name of Rasülullah 
Azsiesite, and his qualities and characteristics from before but he 
did not reveal this to anyone. When Rasülullah Acsaeaiie arrived, 
‘Abdullah ibn Salam ží; climbed on top of a date palm and 
recited the Takbir with happiness. 


Rasülullah iz; had finally arrived at his destination where 
he would spend the rest of his days. The place which had been 
chosen by Allah 53e as the place of his migration. Amongst 
the people who had been chosen as his helpers. A place which 
would never be the same again and this was Madinah al- 
Munawwarah which is the name Rasülullah izj4 fj» would give 
it. 
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The Clearing of the land 


he land upon which the camel had stopped needed to be 
| prepared for the building of the Masjid and the residence 


of Rasülullàh 3z;4fc tz. He ordered the date palms which 
were on the land to be cut down. There were also some graves on 
the land which belonged to some polytheists. ^ Rasülullah 
Acsaclecii ordered them to be levelled as well. 


Once the land was prepared, 
Rasulullah ordered some 
unbaked bricks to be made. 
Rasilullah Azs4feXjc» worked 
with the Sahabah £zXicz and 
carried the bricks himself. 





While carrying the bricks, he 
would recite the following 
couplets: 


gels ley ul S ws Jue Y Juda 


This burden is not the burden of Khaybar (meaning the date 
palms). This burden is the best our Lord and the purest. 
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Sometimes he would recite: 
5a el Las Y eo) BS Wal I ol eed 
Oh Allah, indeed the reality of reward is the reward of the 


hereafter, so have mercy on the Ansar (The Helpers) and the 
Muhajirün (The Emigrants). 


Puls las Yl pal s ME VWs M LUI 


Oh Allah, indeed the reality of goodness is the goodness of the 
hereafter, so help the Ansar and the Muhajirün. 


The Sahabah Zz5izz used to say: 


eal jaa pe SD foes Led oaa cd 


If we sit down and Rasülullah izs4feXjtz keeps on working, then 
our action (meaning sitting) will be a bad action 


Seremgieli sean ah Tere tg Tenues 
ru dT ARA ERREUR 


Ye ra 
o DE uum 
Breall] elim MEE apes rata HEll 
= Sea ET Til =e ma A ete 
a noe p EIE [E 
= m TETA Mes 


Bs Eds SIDE ie [Es 
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The First Masjid 


he Masjid was a model of simplicity. The walls were made 
of unbaked bricks. The pillars were date palms and the 





roof of the Masjid was covered with branches from the 
date palms. When it used to 
rain, the water used to enter 
the Masjid. After this the 


roof was made waterproof. 





The Size of the Masjid 

There is a difference of opinion as to the size of the original 
Masjid. In Sirate Mustafa, it mentions that the original Masjid was 
under 100 gaz long and 100 gaz wide. One gaz, was equivalent to 
between 27 and 37 inches which if we average out is 32 inches, just 
under a yard. So the Masjid was less than 100 yards wide and 100 
yards long. During the expansion in 7AH it grew to just over. 


In the book 'Sharhun Tafsilyyun Musawwarun li-Qabr an-Nabiyyi 
jxssdexive" by Shaykh ‘Abdul Muhsin bin Muhammad al-Qasim. 
He mentions that the size of the original Masjid was 28m x 32.5 


The Qiblah was facing Baitul Maqdis and 3 doors were placed in 
the Masjid. One door was on the back of the Masjid, where the 
Qiblah is now. One door was on the east, where Bab ar-Rahmah is 
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now and one door was on the west which is now Bab Jibril. This is 
the door through which Rasülullah izj44e5ji2 used to come and 


go. 


The Original Masjid Nabwi 


Baitul Maqdis 


t 
B m 
i 


door 


door door 
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So how large was the original Masjid in comparison to today's 
Masjid? In order to determine this, let us first take a look at how 
big the Masjid is today. The orange outline shows the perimeter 
ofthe Masjid and at the front you can see the location of the Green 
Dome. The Masjid is surrounded by a large courtyard on all four 
sides. 

Courtyard 


E ; um 
a4. le 


( 
T" LWW: 





Courtyard Green Dome 
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Jannatul Baqi 


In this picture we can see the size of the Masjid in comparison to 
Jannatul Baqi, which is where many Sahabah %4, are buried 
including *Uthman Z&XW and the daughters of Rasülullah 


Assis Aio. 
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Masjid Nabwi Al Baqi Graveyard 
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Masjid Nabwi - Phase 1 

The picture below shows the size of the original Masjid in 
comparison to the Masjid today. The purple rectangle square 
shows the location and approximate size of the original Masjid. 





You can see that the dome is outside of the original Masjid as the 
place where Rasülullah Azs4feijcz is buried - where the Rawdah is 
today was part of his dwellings. The Green Dome is directly above 
the grave of Rasülullah zsak. 
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The Dwellings of Rasülullah safio 
Once the Masjid had been built, the foundation for the dwellings 
of the wives of the Rasülullah zafe- was put down. 


At the time, 2 dwellings were made, one for Saudah Geils, and one 
for ‘A’ishah Gáis. The rest of the dwellings were made as and 
when they were required. 


Haritha ibn Nu‘man X£Aicé used to own some houses which were 
adjacent to the Masjid. When Rasülullah Acie required 
them, they were given to him. One after another, all of the houses, 


were given to Rasülullah zsak. 


The dwellings were made from large branches from the date palm, 
some were made from unbaked bricks. The doors used to be 
covered with a blanket or a piece of cloth. They were simple 
dwellings showing no inclination to worldly desires. Most of the 
time there would not even be candles lit in the rooms at night. 
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This is an artist's impression of how Masjid Nabwi and the 
dwellings of Rasülullah iz;4deXtz used to look like. At that time, 
the Masjid was facing Masjid al-Aqsa', so the houses were located 


to the right of the Qiblah. 





Rasülullah zafo calls for his family. 

Rasülullah zafo still had some of the members of his family 
in Makkah. He sent Zayd ibn Haritha and Abū Rafi‘ sás to 
Makkah so they could bring back the 2 daughters of Rasülullah 
Azssdesii o, Fatimah and Umme Kulthüm aisle; as well as the wife 
of Rasülullah dcsateail\>, Saudah Gecilgs. 
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P 


Abii Bakr &£Aics also sent his son ‘Abdullah zzizá with them so he 


ry 


could bring back his family, ‘A’ishah, Asma’, Umme Raman and 
‘Abdul Rahman £z. 


ry 


rv 


When Zayd zzizz arrived with Rasülullah Jzs«íeSji2 family from 


ry 


Makkah, Rasülullah dcj.cé2ijie moved from his temporary 


residence at Abū Ayyüb al-Ansari's XeX house to the new 


ry 


dwelling which had been prepared next to the Masjid. 
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Riyad al-Jannah 
f a person visits Masjid Nabwi today, at the front of the Masjid 
you will see a green carpeted area. This is known as the Riyad 
al-Jannah. 


Í 


Le Q6 Lug ade aul po 49 S925 Ol Gs; EERIE 


1n . 07 12 ae uw ed As o Bardo SM Lu - ^ 
cob E 5 as BAI Ly ys 4855 (625 (82 OS 


Abii Sa'id al-Khudri #4% narrated that Rasülullah Access said 

"What is between my house and my Minbar (pulpit) is one of the 
Meadows of the Garden (Jannah), and my Minbar is on my 
watering-place (al-Hawd)." 


The blessed area contains the location of many significant places. 
In this section we will see the locations of the living quarters of 
Rasiilullah 3zi4feXi» wives and some of the Sahabah Aziz. This 
image has been recreated from the book Atlas Tarikhi - Sirate 
Rasül by Sami ibn ‘Abdullah ibn Ahmad Al Maglüth. 


As the Qiblah at this time had changed to Makkah, the front of the 
Masjid is facing south. 


! Muwatta' Imam Malik - Book 14 Hadith 467 
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The Dwellings of the Wives of Rasülullah Az;«íexjve 
The description of the locations of the houses has been taken from 
Atlas Tarikhi. 


Saudah | Ja'far | [ Abbas Sa'ad bin 
| | Abi Waqās 





Y, 
qeeJuiw 
quiw 


= 


wAeznyy run 
yeunwhew | o | Jew, uq yesjeñ 


qeude7 
bippis 44eg nqy 

















È i Masjid Nabwi 
Bab 'Uthmān | 
Ahle Suffah | pe Ar-Rahmah 
On the south eastern side of the 
. | . 
Masjid, at the front was the Hujrah of Sauda 


Saudah Gail. Then just below were 
the dwellings of ‘A’ishah Gais; and 
Hafsah Gais. 


Jeu, juiq uesjern 








Ali bin Abi Talib 


Then Maymünah and Zaynab bint 
Khuzaymah &zZi;s. In the book from 
which this image was referenced, 
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there were 2 rooms with the name of 


2 
r 


Zaynab bint Khuzaymah iil so 


[71 


either one of these could have been hers and the other belonged 
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to Maymunah GzXzz. The UICE of ‘Ali zais, Fatimah (eise 
and Zaynab bint Tahsh Gaiz were also located in that area. 


Bab Ar-Rahmah 
Ahle Suffah 











yeAAwAemn{ 
ueAjns iqy 
Iuiq yeywey 

yeAdyes 





On the northern side, which is towards the back of the Masjid, 
there were rooms for Safiyyah zs Ramlah or Umme Habibah 
Çais, the daughter of Abū sufyan zeis and Juwayriyyah 


se 


gee 


Zeal) 

The Dwellings of the Companions Asis 

Some of the close companions of Rasülullah {zafi also had 
quarters in the vicinity of the Masjid. As we have seen, ‘Ali žais, 
who was married to Rasülullah iz; daughter Fatimah 
Gáis had his quarters on the south eastern side. 


On the southern side, Ja‘far ibn Abū Talib ze the cousin of 


Rasulullah ister Ty Abbas z Sa'ad bin | 
Abi Waqas 
Z iat e 205 AQ 2, 


"Abbas zeis, 





the uncle of 
Rasulullah 


^o 


Asset Ave and 


qeeJuw 
JequiW 
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Sa'ad ibn Abi Waqas ZZ all had their quarters. Abu Bakr Siddiq 
zais also had his quarters to the western side of the Masjid. 
There were also two doors, Bab ‘Uthman to the East and Bab Ar- 
Rahmah to the West. 


Bàb 'Uthmàn i 


Bàb Ar-Rahmah 
Ahle Suffah l 


ü 


There was a special place for the Ahle Suffah. These Sahabah had 
no home, no shelter, no one to look after them.  Rasülullah 





ueAAyes 





yeAAwAemn{ 





ueAjns lay 
Iuiq yejwey 





Acai gave them a special place to stay. One of the most 
famous Sahabah £X; was also from them, and this was Abu 


Hurayrah žais. 


The people of Suffah 
There is a Hadith in Sahih Al-Bukhari narrated by Abū Hurayrah 
zas which tells us a little about the state of the People of Suffah. 


He narrates “By Allah except Whom none has the right to be 
worshipped, (sometimes) I used to lay (sleep) on the ground on 
my liver (abdomen) because of hunger, and (sometimes) I used to 
bind a stone over my belly because of hunger. 
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One day I sat by the way from where they (the Prophet 2z;«ieXi 
and his Companions) used to come out. 


When Abi Bakr ží, passed by, I asked him about a Verse from 
Allah's Book and I asked him only that he might satisfy my hunger, 
but he passed by and did not do so. 


Then ‘Umar dui; passed by me and I asked him about a Verse 
from Allah's Book, and I asked him only that he might satisfy my 
hunger, but he passed by without doing so. 


Finally, Abul-Qàsim (the Prophet Acs passed by me and he 
smiled when he saw me, for he knew what was in my heart and on 
my face. He said, "O Aba Hirr (Abü 

Hurayrah)!" I replied, "Labbayk, O 
Allah's Messenger Jzs«dcsi il" He 
said to me, "Follow me." He left 
and I followed him. Then he 
entered the house and I asked 






permission to enter and was 
admitted. He found milk in a 
bowl and said, "From where is 
this milk?" They said, "It has been 
presented to you by such-and-such man 
by such and such woman)." He said, "O Aba Hirr!" I said, "Labbayk, 
O Allah's Messenger izs4deXj iz!" He said, "Go and call the people 
of Suffah to me." 


(or 
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These people of Suffah were the guests of Islam who had no 
families, nor money, nor anybody to depend upon, and whenever 
an object of charity was brought to the Prophet izj4Xe, he 
would send it to them and would not take anything from it, and 
whenever any present was given to him, he used to send some for 
them and take some of it for himself. 


The order of the Prophet Jzs4feXjtz upset me, and I said to myself, 
"How will this little milk be enough for the people of As-Suffah? I 
thought I was more entitled to drink from that milk in order to 
strengthen myself" but behold! 


The Prophet iz;4feXjt2 came to order me to give that milk to 
them. I wondered what will remain of that milk for me, but 
anyway, I could not but obey Allah and His Apostle, so I went to 
the people of As-Suffah and called them, and they came and asked 
the Prophet's permission to enter. They were admitted and took 
their seats in the house. 


The Prophet iz said, "O Aba — € “Ti 
Hirr!" I said, "Labbayk, O Allah's = 





Messenger Azjdeui!"' He said, "Take 
it and give it to them." So I took the bowl 
(of milk) and started giving it to one man 

who would drink his fill and return it to me, whereupon I would 
give it to another man who, in his turn, would drink his fill and 
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return it to me, and I would then offer it to another man who 
would drink his fill and return it to me. 


Finally, after the whole group had drunk their fill, I reached the 
Prophet <<saceaiik who took the bowl and put it on his hand, 
looked at me and smiled and said. "O Aba Hirr!" I replied, 
"Labbayk, O Allah's Messenger Az«feijvz!" He said, "There remain 
you and I." I said, "You have said the truth, O Allah's Messenger 
Jc!" He said, "Sit down and drink." I sat down and drank. 
He said, "Drink," and I drank. He kept on telling me repeatedly to 
drink, till I said, "No, by Allah Who sent you with the Truth, I have 
no space for it (in my stomach)." He said, "Hand it over to me." 
When I gave him the bowl, he praised Allah and pronounced 
Allah's Name on it and drank the remaining milk.’ 


What an amazing miracle of Rasülullah zase 





* Sahih al-Bukhari 6452 
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The Revelation 


or 16 or 17 months after Hijri the Muslims continued to 
pray towards Bayt al-Maqdis. Then Allah 355322 sent 
down the following Revelation: 


e 


ie 2 ue AN Am y 5 ima EE EJ m | ia A duc c A ud. ) p ^L 
Ja Ques As Gs SLE dus CLE 0653 Xs 
T 
* ab AT ond 588 Das; 


“We have been seeing you turning your face to the heavens. So, 
We will certainly assign to you a Qiblah that you would like. 
Now, turn your face in the direction of the Sacred Masjid (Al- 


Masjid al-Haram)” 





? Surah al-Baqarah Verse 144 
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The Qiblah Changes 

Due to the change in Qiblah, changes needed to be made to the 
layout of Masjid Nabwi. The door to the back was now closed as 
this was now the Qiblah wall, and a new door was made to the new 
back of the Masjid. 


Originally the dwellings of Rasülullah <sacaii were to the rear 
right hand side of the Masjid, but now the Qiblah had changed, 
they were located to the front left-hand side of the Masjid as we 
see today. 


The Qiblah Changes 


Ka'bah 


t 





A 


Hujrat 


door door 


door 
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Masjid Nabwi - Phase 2 - 7AH 


he second time the Masjid was built was in the 7" year of 

Hijri after the conquest of Khaybar. The Masjid had come 

to some disrepair so Rasülullah Jzs«íc3jt2 ordered it to be 
rebuilt. 


In Sirate Mustafa, it mentions before the Masjid was just under 100 
gaz (yards) wide and long, now it was just over. In 'Sharhun 
Tafsilyyun Musawwarun li-Qabr an-Nabiyyi ize" it 


mentions the Masjid now measured 46m x 46m. 


In Mu3jam Tabràni, it mentions that when Rasülullah jz;j«iexj 
made the intention to rebuild it a second time, there was some 
land next to it which belonged to an Ansari. Rasülullah Azs«ieijt 
asked him if he would like to sell the land to him for a palace in 
Jannah. Due to his circumstances, the Ansari was unable to give 
the land to Rasülullah 2zs«ie5 i. 


‘Uthman iks then purchased the land for 10,000 dirhams and 
said to Rasülullah izs4fexji» “The land which you wanted to 
purchase from the Ansari for a palace in Jannah, please purchase 
it from me." Rasülullah csi purchased the land from 
"Uthman iks for a palace in Jannah and included it in the 
Masjid. 
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The first brick was then laid by Rasülullah zak then by his 
command, Abu Bakr žais, then ‘Umar edie, then ‘Uthman 
Ae Nes) then ‘Ali Aedes). 


In the Musnad of Imam Ahmad, Abū Hurayrah cil, narrates that 
Rasülullah iz; was also lifting the bricks with the Sahabah 
Arika. On one occasion I was in front of him and saw that 
Rasülullah dcseteaiike was carrying lots of bricks and he was 
supporting them against his blessed chest. I thought that he was 
doing this due to the weight, so I said to Rasülullah Jz5fejiz, give 
me the bricks. Rasülullàh iz; said, Oh Abū Hurayrah, pick 
up some other bricks, there is no life except the life of the 
hereafter. 
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The purple rectangle shows us the location of the original Masjid 
The yellow rectangle behind it shows approximately how big the 
Masjid was extended to, during this phase. 
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Masjid Nabwi - Phase 3 - 17AH 


uring the time of Abu Bakr zás, there was no change in 
the Masjid. Some of the pillars which had been made from 
date palm trunks were replaced when they needed to be. 


During the time of ‘Umar £s, in the 17™ year Hijri, the Masjid 
was extended from the Qiblah and western side. The new 
dimensions of the Masjid were 55.5m x 60m.°* 


Due to the dwellings of the wives of Rasülullah 1z;4 fei» being on 
the eastern side, these were left alone, and the Masjid was not 
extended on that side. ‘Umar šas only extended the Masjid, 
there was no change in the simplicity of the Masjid. The walls 
were still made from unbaked bricks, the pillars were still date 
palms and the roof was covered with date palms leaves and 
branches. 





' Sharhun Tafsilyyun Musawwarun li-Qabr an-Nabiyyi dase 
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The Pink rectangle shows approximately the increase in size of 


the Masjid during ‘Umar zz; time. As you can see, Rasülullah 


ry 


Acsi dwellings were left as they were. 


Ó 


© 
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Masjid Nabwi - Phase 4 - 29AH 


uring the time of ‘Uthman «iks, the Masjid was 

extended again. The unbaked bricks were replaced by 

Stone and the date palm trunk pillars were replaced by 
Stone pillars. The roof was also replaced. The new dimensions 
were 69m x 74m.” 
The building work started in the month of Rabi‘ al-Awwal in the 
29^ year of Hijrah and was completed in Muharram in the 30" 
year. It took 10 months in total to build the Masjid. You can see 
from the light blue rectangle, how much the Masjid was 


approximately extended to during the time of ‘Uthman Zzdils5. 


ry 





? Sharhun Tafsilyyun Musawwarun li-Qabr an-Nabiyyi Ase 
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Masjid Nabwi - Phase 5 - 77AH 


fter the passing of the Mothers of the believers, the 

Khalifah Al-Walid ibn *Abdul Malik ordered that their 

dwellings become part of the Masjid. Upon hearing this 
news of this command, the people in Madinah became very upset. 
Abū Umamah, Sahl ibn Hanif í=, used to say, if only these 
dwellings were left as they were, so people could see the type of 
rooms and shacks Rasülullah jz;4ícxji2 used to live in, even 
though he had been given the keys to all the treasures on the earth 
from Allah 35:32, The Orange Rectangle shows the area of the 
Masjid in this phase. The new dimensions were 93m x 93m.° 





é Sharhun Tafsilyyun Musawwarun li-Qabr an-Nabiyyi {sate 
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Masjid Nabwi - Phase 6 - 162AH 


uring the Khilafah of Muhammad Al-Mahdi Al-‘Abbasi, 

the Masjid was further extended. In 162AH the Khalifah 

Al-Mahdi went to Madinah after completing Hajj. He 
made Ja‘far ibn Sulayman the governor of the city and ordered 
him to extend the Masjid. 


The Dark Blue rectangle shows how much the Masjid was 
extended by. 
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Masjid Nabwi - Phase 7 -1265AH - 1277AH 
uring the reign of ‘Abdul Majid al-Uthmani who was the 
Khalifah of the Ottoman Empire, in the year 1849, they 
started to rebuild the Masjid. The Masjid was expanded 


again as you can see by the turquoise area. 
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Masjid Nabwi - Phase 8 - 1382AH 


n 1382 AH, the Masjid was expanded again by the Saudi 
authorities. This can be seen by the Dark Green Area. 


© 
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Masjid Nabwi - Phase 9 - 1405AH 


he Final expansion was completed in 1992 during the rule 
of King Fahd ibn ‘Abdul ‘Aziz. The Masjid was now 1.7 
million square feet in size. 


! 
B = 
ti 
T 
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Future Expansion Plans 


here are currently plans to expand Masjid Nabwi even 

further, the picture below shows the plans for the new 

extension. The front part of the Masjid is the existing 
Masjid. 


The New Masjid will have a capacity for 1.6 million people. 
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Riyad al-Jannah 
Us JÚ eas de. al bro (eSI Se are anl co; $2 ge 


wo "70 oL Ww 


Pe Aa E > G o 
25> E Ia KLI ol, Ss 4555 S89 SS OF 


Abū Hurayrah aii, narrates that he heard Rasülullah 2zs«1eXijiz 
say “Whatever is between my house and my pulpit is a garden 
from the gardens of Jannah, and my pulpit is on my fountain” 


As mentioned earlier, if a person goes to Masjid Nabwi, this area 
is covered by a green carpet. In the picture below you can see the 
Minbar is on the right and the Mihrab (prayer niche) on the left. 


Minbar 





” Sahih al-Bukhari 1196 
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n Masjid Nabwi on the front left-hand side of the Masjid is the 
resting place of Rasilullah zakk and his two 
companions. When you go to present Salam, there are 3 sets 
of doors on the left. There are 3 holes in middle set of doors. 
According to one opinion, Rasülullàh iz;4Xi2 is buried behind 
the first hole and then Abū Bakr Xcaiiz5 behind the second and 
‘Umar äks behind the third. There are others who say that all 
three are buried behind the first hole. Allah 35532, knows best. 
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Plan view of the Rawdah 
In the diagram below, the black line at the top shows where the 
doors are, and the yellow circles denote the viewing holes. 


House of A'ishah «i 


Rasülullàh & 







Wall made by 
‘Umar bin ‘Abdul Aziz 


House of Fatimah 


een go 






Rasulullah izs4de3t» was buried in the house of *A'ishah zi. 
The square shows the location of her house. Rasülullah {zate 
is buried closest to the doors, then Abū Bakr äks and then 
“Umar deci). 


A wall was made later by ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul ‘Aziz ašis 
surrounding the Rawdah in 91 Hijrah. According to some sources 
these walls are 7 metres high and covered by a cloth. 


The bottom part of the wall meets the location of where Fatimah 
gadis, house used to be. 
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The Green Dome 
The green dome of Masjid Nabwi is directly above the resting 
place of Rasülullah 3z;«dex i. 





Initially the roof of the Rawdah was covered with bricks. There 
was no dome. This was so that it could be distinguished from the 
rest of the Masjid. If someone was walking on top of the Masjid, 
then they would know where it was. 


A dome was then built in 678AH by Sultan Mansür Qalaon over the 
Rawdah, this was known as the outer dome. The dome was 
covered in lead to make sure that water would not get inside. The 
colour of the dome was also the colour of the lead. 
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In the year 881AH the brick roof of the Rawdah was replaced by a 
small inner dome by Sultan ‘Ashraf Qaitabi. The dome is made 
from black stone at the base and white stone at the top. 


In 1253AH, Sultan Mahmüd *Uthmani ordered the dome to be 
coloured green. So the dome has only been coloured green for 
less than 200 years. It is repainted as and when the need arises. 
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The Sacred Chamber 
Now let's look at the sacred chamber in a bit more detail. 






| Internal Window 





Internal Timber Ceiling 





6.0 metres 








The green line at the bottom shows the ground and the grey line 
inside the inner enclosure shows the timber ceiling. The timber 
ceiling is 6.0 metres from the ground level. 

You can also see the inner dome which was built by Sultan ‘Ashraf 
Qaitabi. It has a small window in it. This stands at a height of 

8.2 m. The black walls are the perpendicular walls which were 


made by ‘Umar bin ‘Abdul ‘Aziz eis. 
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The Internal Room 






Green Dome 


Columns Bearing 
Green Dome 


rirriall ^5 rabrae 


The brown columns show the pillars which hold the outer dome. 
The outer green dome also has a window in it and stands at a 
height of 28 metres from the ground. There is a brass crescent on 
the top which is also 3 metres high. 
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The Plot 


here were many plots to try and remove Rasülullah 

Acsailetii blessed body from his grave and I just wanted 

to mention one attempt which is reported by Samhüdi 
which resulted in steps being taken by the Sultan of the time to 
prevent any such attempts from happening again. 


It was the year 557AH which was 1164 in the Western Calendar. 
Nüruddin Zengi 245 was the ruler of Egypt at the time and he 
saw a dream, 3 times in which Rasülullah Jzs«icSji2 was pointing 
at two people who had a reddish complexion. Nüruddin XXe 
informed his advisor at the time whose name was Jamaluddin 


i$ 


ie and he advised Nüruddin i= to go to Madinah. 


The following day 20 people left for Madinah carrying gifts for 
charity. 16 days later they reached there and Nüruddin “is; 
entered the Masjid, read Salat and presented his Salam to 
Rasülullah csaceaiik. He was then thinking what he should do. 
His advisor Jamaluddin =~; then made an announcement that 


the Sultan has brought gifts for everyone. 


All the people came, and the gifts were given out, but Nüruddin 
iue did not see the 2 people who he had seen in his dream. He 
asked if this was everyone. He was told there are 2 Moroccans who 


are very pious. They do not accept gifts from anyone, they fast 
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during the day, read Tahajjud at night, present Salutations to 
Rasülullah <csace2ii and even go to Masjid Quba’. 


Nuruddin ží sent for them. When they arrived, he recognised 
that they were two people who he had seen in his dream. He asked 
them where they were from. They said they were Moroccans and 
had come for Hajj and wished to stay here as neighbours of 
Rasülullah izs4dejtz. 


Nuruddin X£Xizá told them to speak the truth, they kept quiet and 
then he asked about where they live. He accompanied them to 
their house and saw many expensive gifts lying around. He then 
moved an old piece of rug and saw a tunnel. This tunnel led to the 
blessed grave of Rasülullàh zsak. 


When the tunnel was found, the men confessed to their crime. 
They were actually Nasara who had been sent by their king. They 
had been given a lot of money to remove the body of Rasülullah 
jxsdexive. In order to achieve their goal, they started to live close 
to the Rawdah and dig the tunnel at night-time. They would then 
carry the mud in bags to the Baqi‘ cemetery and spread it over the 
graves. 


They said, when they reached the grave a very fearful lightning 
struck, and an earthquake shook the earth. Nüruddin #4; then 


ordered both of the men to be executed. 
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In order to prevent this from happening again, Nüruddin i25 
ordered a deep trench to be dug around the Rawdah and this 
trench was then filled with molten lead so no one can ever try to 


dig through to it ever again. 







i infernal Window 


Internal Timber Ceiling 






Pentaqonal wall 





The Blessed Rawdah 


Lead Trench Lead Trench 
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The Pillars 


f we look at Masjid Nabwi today, there are many pillars inside 
Riyad al-Jannah which have a lot of significance. This diagram 
below shows an overview of the area. 


Present Mihrab 


——————— vul 


Musallah of Rasülullàh 23x 









\ 1. Ustuwanah Mukhallaq (Hannanah) 
2. Ustuwanah Sarir 


3. Ustuwanah Abü Lubabah (Tawbah) 
i 4. Ustuwanah A'ishah 
é 9 * 


5. Ustuwanah "Ali 


* 
| € e e e 
6. Ustuwanah Wufüd 







House of Ayesha ~» 












+ Muhammad 


Abu Bakr +s: L 


Umar as 












Wall made by 
Umar bin Abdul Aziz 






House of Falernals 


7. Ustuwanah Tahajjud 


The present day Mihrab is at the front. The area within the dark 


green lines is Riyad al-Jannah. The pillars of significance are 
marked in Gold. 


Let's take a look at the pillars one at time. This information has 


been taken from Maulana Muhammad Saleem Dhorat Saheb's 
book Ziyarat of Madinah. 
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Ustuwanah Mukhallaq (Hannanah) 

At the front of the area, you will see area which used to be the 
Musallah of Rasülullah Azs«ie5ij v. 

And to the right of there is Ustuwanah Mukhallaq (Hannanah) 
marked by the orange arrow 





This is also called the Ustuwanah Hannanah (the weeping pillar). 


This is the most blessed of the pillars for this was Rastlullah 
jxs«dexive place of Salat. On this spot there once used to grow a 


date palm. Before the advent of the Minbar, Rasulullah 


? Picture of pillars taken from islamiclandmarks.com 
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jzs«iexjve used to lean on it while delivering the khutbah 
(sermon). When the Minbar was made Rasilullah Azs4feXj used 
it for the khutbah. It so happened when the change took place, 
such a bitter sound of weeping was heard from the tree that the 
whole Masjid echoed; and those in the Masjid started weeping. 
Rasülullah iz; i2 then went to the tree, placed his hand on it 
and the crying stopped. Rasülullah 3z5«ie5ji2 then said: 


“The tree cries because the dhikr of Allah 3553 was near it, 
and now that the Minbar is built, it has been deprived of this dhikr 
in its immediate vicinity. If I did not place my hand on it, it would 
have cried thus till the Day of Qiyamah." Afterwards the tree 


dried up and was buried. 


According to another Hadith it is said that when the Minbar was 
prepared and Rasülullah iz;4X2 went to it for the first time, 
the tree cried so loudly that it almost split open. Rastlullah 
{csako descended from the Minbar and went to put his hand 
on the tree and its crying subsided gradually as a child quietens 


when he is being consoled after crying bitterly. 


This is the reason for it being called Ustuwanah Hannanah. The 
word Hannanah is used to describe a crying camel. Mukhallaq 


means the pillar which has a blended fragrance put onto it. 
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Ustuwanah Sarir 


Now to the left side of the area adjacent to the wall of the Rawdah, 
we have Ustuwanah Sarir 














2. Ustuwanah Sarir 
3. Ustuwanah Abii Lubàbah (Tawbah) 
4. Ustuwanah 'A'ishah 


| e © 
. oe oe eo 


\s, Ustuwanah “Ali 
J 
| © e © 


6. Ustuwanah Wufüd 














'Sarir' means sleeping place. It is reported that Rasülullah 
Acsa‘letii> used to make I‘tikaf here and sleep here while in 
I‘tikaf. A platform of wood used to be put here for him to sleep 
on. 
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Ustuwanah Abü Lubabah 
And just to the right of that we Ustuwanah Abū Lubabah or 


Ustuwanah Tawbah. 












2. Ustuwanah Sarir 
3. Ustuwanah Abū Lubabah (Tawbah) 
4. Ustuwanah ‘A’ishah 


oe © 
, © e e e 


5. Ustuwanah ‘Alī 


6. Ustuwanah Wufüd 





Abū Lubabah šis was one of the famous Sahabah zs. 
During the battle against the Banü Qurayzah, while the Muslims 
were surrounding them, he became impatient and as a result of 
which he wanted to throw down his arms. Before Islam, he had 
much dealings with the Jews of Bant Qurayzah. Now after the Jews 
acted treacherously against the Muslims, the Jews called on him 
during the siege in order to find out from him what Rasülullah 
Acsailetii intended to do against them for their treachery. 


When he reached them, they all began wailing and crying. He was 
affected by this and indicated towards his throat suggesting they 
would be killed. Thereafter having done that he became so grieved 
at this indiscretion that he could not rest. 
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He thereupon came to the Masjid and here at this spot where a 
date-tree used to stand, he bound himself to the trunk saying: "As 
long as my repentance is not accepted by Allah 35535 5,, I shall 
not untie myself from here. And Rasülullah Aste himself 
must undo my bonds." When Rasülullah zań% heard this, he 
said: "If he had come to me, I would have begged forgiveness on 
his behalf. Now he had acted on his own initiative, so how can I 
untie him until such a time that his repentance has been 


accepted." 


For many days he remained tied there, except for Salat and the 
call of nature. At such times his wife and daughter used to untie 
him and then again tied him to the tree. He remained without food 
and drink as a result of which his sight and hearing were affected. 
Then after a few days one morning while Rasülullah 
Az» was in Tahajjud prayer in the house of Umme Salamah 
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asi, he received the good news that his Tawbah-repentance 
had been accepted. The Sahabah £X 5 conveyed the news to 
him, and wanted to untie him but he refused, saying: "As long as 
Rasülullah iz; does not untie me with his blessed hands, I 
shall not allow anyone else to do so." When Rasülullah 
Acsaetii> entered for Fajr Salat, he untied him. 


Ustuwanah ‘A’ishah 
And just to the right of that we have Ustuwanah ‘A’ishah 


2. Ustuwanah Sarir 
stuwanah Abū Lubabah (Tawbah) 
i i Ustuwanah ‘A’ishah 













5. Ustuwanah ‘Alī 


i 
\ e e © e 
6. Ustuwanah Wufüd 





—— 


This is also called the Ustuwanah Muhajirün, because originally 
the Muhajirün used to sit near this spot. Rasülullah 
jxs«deSive used to say his prayers here and afterwards moved to 
the place at Ustuwanah Mukhallaq. It is also called the Ustuwanah 
Qur'ah. The reason for this is that *A'ishah Gáis reports that 
Rasülullah Az; said: "In this Masjid is one such spot that if 
people knew the true blessed nature thereof, they would flock 
towards it in such that to pray there they would have to cast such 
lots (i.e. Qur'ah)." 
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People asked her to point out the exact spot which she refused to 
do. Later, at the persistence of ‘Abdullah ibn Zubayr <div, she 
pointed to this spot. Hence it is called Ustuwanah 'A'ishah, 
because the Hadith is reported by her and the exact spot was 
shown by her. It is a fact that Abu Bakr zás and Umar žais 


very often used to pray here. 
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Ustuwanah *Ali 


Just below Ustuwanah Sarir, there is Ustuwanah ‘Ali 











2. Ustuwanah Sarir 
3. Ustuwanah Abii Lubabah (Tawbah) 
4. Ustuwanah ‘A’ishah 


e © 
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5. Ustuwanah ‘Alī 









6. Ustuwanah Wufüd 











Also known as Ustuwanah Mah'ras or Hars. 'Hars' means to watch 
or protect. This used to be the place where some of the Sahabah 
Asis used to sit when keeping watch or acting as gatekeepers. 
"Ali žes used to be the one who mostly acted as such, for which 
it is often called Ustuwanah ‘Ali «ks. When Rasülullah 
Azs4dex[y» entered the Masjid from the door‘ of ‘A’ishah Gái 
room, he passed this spot. 
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Ustuwanah Wufud 
Just below Ustuwanah ‘Ali Ustuwanah Wufud. 


2. Ustuwanah Sarir 
3. Ustuwanah Abii Lubàbah (Tawbah) 


4. Ustuwanah ‘A’ishah 


s. Ustuwanah “Ali 


\ e o 


6. Ustuwanah Wufüd 





"Wufud' means delegations. Whenever deputations arrived to 
meet Rasülullah iz;4feXc on behalf of their tribes, they were 
seated here. Rasülullah iz;4eX tz would meet them in this place, 


converse with them and teach them about Islam. 
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Ustuwanah Tahajjud 
Hidden away behind the wall is Ustuwanah Tahajjud 










3. Ustuwánah Abū Lubabah (Tawbah) 
4. Ustuwanah A'ishah 


e @ 
5. Ustuwanah ‘Ali 


e 
| e e e e 
6. Ustuwanah Wufüd 


House of Ayesha s 

























Wall made by 
Umar bin Abdul Aziz 


= Tahajjud 


It is reported that this was the spot where late at night a carpet 
was spread for Rasülullah Ascii to perform Tahajjud prayer, 
after all the people had left. 





Ustuwanah Jibril 


In this area there is also Ustuwanah Jibril. This is hidden behind 
the wall so we cannot see it. This was the usual place where Jibril 
Aak used to enter to visit Rasulullah 2z5«1eXijo. 
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Jannatul Baqi‘ 
any of the family and Companions of Rasülullah 
Acsalcii> are buried in Jannatul Baqi‘. This is the 
name of the large graveyard which is just outside 


Masjid Nabwi as you can see below. 
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The Old Baqi 

In the past there were actual tombs in Baqi marking the resting 
places of many of the Companions. These tombs were levelled in 
1925 or 1926. In the picture below you can see an old picture of 


tombs of Bag. 





The large tomb is where the family of Rasülullah Azs4feXjte are 
buried. The tomb labelled number 10 at the back is where 
Sayyiduna ‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan ZeXiss is laid to rest 
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Ahl al-Bayt - The family of Rasülullàh zae 
You will walk through the main entrance and to the right is the 
area for the Ahl al-Bayt, the family of Rasülullah Jzs«feijve. 





In this area, members of the family of Rasülullah iz; are 


laid to rest. Amongst them are: 


* 


Fatimah Geass 
‘Abbas Zee 
Hasan ibn ‘Ali zeis 


Zaynul ‘Abidin 4045 (son of Husayn žeň, survived 
Karbala and came back to Madinah) 

Muhammad Baqir iz; (son of Zaynul ‘Abidin) 

Ja‘far as-Sadiq žá (son of Muhammad Bāqir) 
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Z 
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The Daughters of Rasülullah {zafi 
In this area the daughters of Rasülullah izafi are laid to 


rest: 





4$ Zaynab aiis 
4$ Ruqayyah GA 
% Umme Kulthüm Ge 
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The Aunt of Rasülullah ársa 





To the left-hand side of the main entrance, the aunt of Rasulullah 


Aradeo, Safiyyah Gak is laid to rest. 
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The Wives of Rasülullah íze- 


In this area, the wives of Rasülullah Az;«feXjve are laid to rest: 


+ + + + + + + + 
«* +, «* «* «* «* +, «* 


+ 
«* 


4 





Zaynab bint Khuzaymah Çais 
Zaynab bint Jahsh Gic 


Sawdah (Aic 
Hafsah Gais, 
Umme Habibah Gais, 


Safiyyah Gais, 
Juwayriyyah Gais, 
‘A'ishah Gies 
Umme Salamah Gais 
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The Companions of Rasülullah exi 


1. Inthis area the following Companions are laid to rest: 





* 'Agil ibn Abi Talib aks 
* Abu Sufyan ibn Harith XXe 
“+ ‘Abdullah ibn Ja‘far žais 
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In this area, Imam Malik iui 
to rest: 


Ac A 


AS 
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Ac A 


and his teacher Nafi‘ iis; are laid 
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The Son of Rasülullah izsíexj 
In this area, the son of Rasülullah 3zs«iexi te, Ibrahim Ae Aes, is 


laid to rest. He was the son of Mariyah al-Qibtiyah Gais 





The following are also buried in an unmarked area close to 
Ibrahim žais 
* Sa‘ad Ibn Abi Wagas “aati; 
* ‘Abdur Rahman ibn *Awf žais 
* “Uthman ibn Maz'ün žá 
* ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘tid ails; 


* As‘ad Ibn Zurarah žais, 
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The Martyrs of Harrah 

On the main path towards the back of Baqi‘, on the left-hand side 
you will see where the Martyrs of the Battle of Harrah are laid to 
rest. 
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Amir al-Mu'minin ‘Uthman ibn “Affan faci 
Continuing down the main path and at the second intersection 
you will see where Amir al-Mu'minin, *Uthman ibn ‘Affan žais 


is laid to rest. 


The Wet Nurse of Rasülullah zza- 
Just to the left you will see where the wet nurse of Rasülullah 
css, Halimah G5 is laid to rest. 
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Abū Sa'id al-Khudri žais, 

On the extreme left-hand side, about three quarters of the way 
into Baqi‘, the companion of Rasülullah zsak, Abū Sa‘id al- 
Khudri es is laid to rest. 


There are thousands of the Companions of Rasülullah Jzs«feje 
buried here as well as many of our pious predecessors. These are 
the lucky ones who have been blessed. When we go to Baqi‘, we 
should pray for them 
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summary 

asülullah 3z;4ie3ji2 had arrived in Madinah. His camel 

has stopped in an area where dates used to be dried. The 

land was purchased from 2 orphans of the Banü an-Najjar. 
The land was cleared, and a masjid was built. This was the first 
Masjid Nabwi. It was built from unbaked bricks with date palms 
as pillars and date branches covering the roof. A place was also 
reserved for the Ahle-Suffah, the poor Companions who had no 
home. 


Dwellings were also built for the family of Rasülullah zateko. 
Haritha ibn Nu*man žá used to own some houses which were 


adjacent to the Masjid. As and when these houses were needed, 
he gave them to Rasilullah izs4fejv. 


The original Masjid had been built with the Qiblah in the direction 
of Bayt al-Maqdis. 16 or 17 months after the Hijrah, the Revelation 
came down instructing Rasülullah izs4eji2 to now face the 
Ka‘bah. 


The Masjid was expanded on several occasions throughout the 
years. The resting place of Rasülullah isset was also included 
within the Masjid during one of the early expansions. There are 
plans to expand the Masjid even further and work has already 
begun on the latest phase. 
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The area at the front of the Masjid is known as Riyad al-Jannah. If 
we visit the Masjid today, the area is covered in a green carpet. 
Many of the pillars are of great significance and this was 
explained. 


The resting place of Rasülullàh A<saeaiik was then described in 
detail and a brief history of the green dome. We also discussed a 
plot to take the blessed body of Rasülullah jzs«íe5ji2 and how 
Nüruddin Zengi =; saw a dream and then found the 
perpetrators. He ordered lead trenches to be dug to prevent this 


from happening again. 


Many of the family of Rasülullah Azs4feXjt» and his Companions 
are buried in Jannatul Baqr. We should also pray that Allah 
355,3 gives us resting place near Rasülullah Jzs«feijiz. 


When we go to the Haramayn, it should be an experience where 
we understand the importance and significance of the many 
blessed places. We are stepping on the same ground as Rasülullah 
Acsslesiil> and his Companions Xii, we are walking in the same 
streets, we are looking at the same mountains as they used to. 


When performing the Tawaf in Masjid al-Haram or sitting in 
Masjid Nabwi, how many homes of the blessed Companions must 
we be passing? We are carrying out the same actions as Rasulullah 
Acsaclecii in the same way he used do. 
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We should learn about the significance of the blessed places 
before we go if possible, so as soon as we arrive everything will 
feel familiar. This will develop a sincere love and attachment for 
Rasülullah 3z;4íexj i2 and will make all of our rites and rituals so 
much more meaningful as we will know the reason, we are 
carrying them out. 


To learn about the Hajj of Rasülullah zak, refer to my 
booklet "The Month of Dhul Hijjah and the Hajj of Rasülullah 
Jc. 


https:/ /islamicportal.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01 / The- 
Month-of-Dhul-Hijjah-and-the-Hajj-of-Rasulullah-SAW.pdf 


Once this love is there, everything else will just fall into place. 
Following the obligations will become easy and not burdensome. 
We will be keen and eager to follow the Sunnah of Rasulullah 
{aatik at all times. We will truly taste the sweetness of Iman 
and there is nothing quite like it. 
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